CITY OF NOKOMIS
ORDINANCE NO. 908
TREE ORDINANCE

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Nokomis, Illinois, as follows:

SECTION 1. Title. This Ordinance shall be known as the CITY OF NOKOMIS
TREE ORDINANCE.

SECTION 2. Purpose and Intent.

A. Purpose. It is the purpose of this Ordinance to promote and
protect the public health, safety, and general welfare by providing
for the regulation of the planting, maintenance, and removal of
trees, shrubs, and other plants within the City.

B. Intent. It is the intent of the City Council that the terms of this
Ordinance shall be construed so as to promote the planting,
maintenance, restoration and survival of desirable trees, shrubs,
and other plants within the City; and the protection against
personal injury and property damage caused or threatened by the
improper planting, maintenance or removal of trees, shrubs and
other plants within the City.

SECTION 3. Administration. The Nokomis Natural Resource Committee
(referred to as “Committee”) shall be responsible for the administration of
this Ordinance.

SECTION 4. Duties and Responsibilities. It shall be the responsibility of the
committee to study, investigate and develop and/or update annually, and
administer a written plan for the care, preservation, pruning, planting,
removal or disposition of trees and shrubs on City property, both along
streets and in other public areas. The Committee is also authorized to
cooperate with owners of private property within the City to accomplish the
purposes of this Ordinance. It also may, with the permission of the City, any
other applicable governing body, and any affected landowner, cooperate with
any owner of property adjacent to or near the entrances to the City in
accomplishing the purposes of this Ordinance. Such plan shall be presented
annually to the City Council and upon its approval shall constitute the official
comprehensive tree plan for the City. The Committee, when requested by the
City Council, shall consider, investigate and report on any special matter or



question coming within the scope of its duties. The Committee shall report
to the City any violations of this Ordinance, which come to its attention.

SECTION 5. Designation of Advisory Group. The Committee may designate
an advisory group to make recommendations in respect to the Committee’s
duties under this Ordinance.

SECTION 6. Approved Tree Species. The Board shall prepare and file with the
City Council a list which shall constitute accepted tree species for public areas
within the City. No species other than those included in said list may be
planted on public property without written permission of the Committee.

SECTION 7. Additional Powers. The Board, if it sees fit, may make regulations
on the spacing of trees and distance from curbs and intersections, and in any
event shall have the authority to prohibit the planting of a tree where it will
be a hazard to visibility of traffic or overhead or underground utilities.

SECTION 8. Public Tree Care. The City shall have the right to plant, prune,
maintain, and remove trees, plants, and shrubs on public property in keeping
with the purpose and intent of this Ordinance. Property owners may plant
trees on public property that lies between their property and the street
provided that the selection and location is permitted by this Ordinance and
the rules of the Committee.

SECTION 9. Tree Topping. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or city
department to top any tree on public property without the written
permission of the Committee. Topping is defined as the severe cutting back
of limbs to stubs larger than three inches in diameter within the tree’s crown
to such a degree as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree.
Trees severely damaged by storms or other causes, or trees under utility
wires or other obstruction where other pruning practices are impractical are
exempted from this prohibition.

SECTION 10. Pruning and Corner Clearance. Every owner of any tree
overhanging any street or right-of-way within the City shall prune the
branches so that such branches shall not obstruct the light from any street
lamp, obstruct the view of any street or intersection or obstruct the walking
area above a sidewalk. Property owners shall remove all dead, diseased or
dangerous trees or limbs that constitute a danger to the safety of the public.
The City shall have the authority to take the necessary steps to enforce this
provision if a property owner fails or refuses to do so.



SECTION 11. Interference with Committee. It shall be unlawful for any
person to prevent, delay, or interfere with the Committee, or any of its
agents while engaging in the planting, cultivating, mulching, pruning,
spraying, or removing of any trees, and in any other duties authorized by this
Ordinance.

SECTION 12. Review by City Council. The City Council shall have the right to
review the conduct, acts, and decisions of the Committee. Any person may
appeal from any ruling or order of the Committee to the City Council, which
may hear the matter and make a final decision.

SECTION 13. Penalty. Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance
shall be subject to a fine of not more than two hundred ($200.00) dollars for
each offense. A separate offense shall be deemed to be committed on each
day during which a violation occurs or continues.

SECTION 14. Ameren/CIPS Agreement. Nothing in this Ordinance shall affect
any agreements or any renewals or modifications of said agreements between
the City of Nokomis and Ameren/CIPS.

SECTION 15. Miscellaneous. If any provision of this Ordinance shall be held
invalid, the invalidity of that provision shall not affect any of the other
provisions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 16. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect
upon its passage, approval, and publication as provided by law.
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ATTEST: CITY CLERK




STATE OF ILLINOIS )

2 55
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY )

I, Pamela J. Burdzilauskas, Clerk of the City of Nokomis, Montgomery County,
Illinois do hereby certify that the copy to which this certificate is attached is
a full, true and correct copy of ORDINANCE No. _908

passed by the City Council of the City of Nokomis on the _10th
day of _ November , 2003,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of
the said City of Nokomis this __10th  day of __ November 2003 .

Cenla J. B &&Q&wkw

CITY CLERK
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) ss.
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY )

I, Pamela J. Burdzilauskas, Clerk of the City of Nokomis, Montgomery County,
Illinois do hereby certify that the copy to which this certificate is attached is
a full, true and correct copy of ORDINANCE No. 908 - City of Nokomis Tree
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daypf DovemRer 20__%.
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